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PSYC 2210 – Research Methods in Psychology (Online!) 
4 credits 

Spring 2015 
East Carolina University 

 
Professor:  Dr. Lisa E. Baranik      
Office:  Rawl 314        
Email: baranikl@ecu.edu  
Telephone: 252.737.3000 
Office Hours: M 10-1, W 10-12  
 
TA: Kelly Reburn  
Email: reburnk10@students.ecu.edu 
 
Prerequisites/Co-requisites 
Prerequisite: PSYC 2101 or equivalent  
If you have not passed PSYC 2101 you should not be in this class. 
 
Course Description 
This course is designed to teach you the basic concepts of experimentation, research 
methods and data analyses used in psychological research in a distance education 
(DE) format. 

PSYC 2210 is a writing intensive course meaning that this course contributes to the 
twelve-hour WI requirement for students at ECU. Additional information is available at 
the following site: http://www.ecu.edu/writing/wac/. 
 

PSYC 2210 fulfills the Foundation Courses Curriculum Goals (FC:SO). The goals of the 
Foundation Courses are: 
 
Goal 1. Students will learn the subject matter of at least one discipline in the Basic 
Social Sciences. 
 
Goal 2. Students will learn the research methodology, principles and concepts required 
to understand and conduct undergraduate-level research in a Basic Social Science.  

 Identify a problem 

 Formulate questions and hypotheses 

 Understand research designs 

 Interpret data and draw inferences 

 Present results in research paper 
 
Goal 3. Students will learn about the discipline’s contribution to general knowledge. 
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Course Objectives 

By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

(a) critically read and evaluate psychological research in order to learn the subject 
matter of one research topic of interest to you (meets FC:SO Goal 1) 

(b) understand a variety of methodological concepts and research designs, including 
sampling, reliability, validity, and correlational vs. experimental designs (meets FC:SO 
Goal 2) 

(c) analyze and interpret the results of your research by interpreting data and drawing 
inferences (meets FC:SO goal 2) 

(d) communicate research findings to others, including articulating research questions, 
writing formal research reports, using electronic databases such as PSYCINFO to 
locate primary research sources, and using APA formatting to cite bibliographic 
information (meets FC:SO goal 2) 

(e) understand ethical principles in research 

(f) understand why research methods is important for understanding the discipline of 
psychology as well as for your life and career. (meets FC:SO goal 3) 

(g) write a research report including a literature review, statement of a problem, 
methods, results, discussion and references in APA style (meets FC:SO goal 2) 

(h) edit your writing for standard written English usage 

 
Course Materials 
1) Morling, B. (2012). Research Methods in Psychology: Evaluating a World of 

Information. New York, NY: Norton.  
2) Yockey, R. D. (2010). SPSS Demystified: A step-by-step guide to successful data 

analysis (2nd edition). Pearson.  
3) Virtual computing lab for accessing SPSS. Click computer icon here: 

http://www.ecu.edu/vcl/  
4) This course utilizes proctoring centers.  

-Students must schedule proctored exam appointment via UNC Online 
(http://online.northcarolina.edu/) 
-Students are responsible for all fees related to proctored exams  
-Some proctors charge a fee, some do not; proctors' fees are displayed in their 
details 
-Students must present a current/legible government issued photo ID to proctors 
prior to each exam 

 
Optional, but strongly recommended, especially for those going to graduate school:  
 
American Psychological Association (2009). Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, D.C.: Author. 
 
http://core.ecu.edu/psyc/wuenschk/APA.htm  

http://www.ecu.edu/vcl/
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Course Orientation and Expectations 
This course will be taught entirely online using Blackboard (Bb). The best browser to 
use is Firefox. Please do not use Google Chrome; there are compatibility issues when 
submitting assignments. You should expect to spend nine to twelve hours a week on 
this course in order to earn an A. Each session runs from Tuesday morning to Monday 
evening. 
 
 
Thus, each session will usually go as follows: 

1. Print out the Study Outline to guide your reading.  
2. Read the chapter in your textbook.  
3. Turn in typed notes from your reading using the Reading Notes Journal 
4. Master the key terms for this chapter by working through the deck of Flashcards.  
5. Take the Chapter Quiz to assess your understanding of the chapter.  
6. Read the Everyday Research Methods Blog for activities and discussion 

starters based on recent news stories  
7. Turn in weekly activities 

Communication 
I will make frequent and regular announcements within our Blackboard site and through 
email. You should check your email and blackboard daily (M-F) to see if I’ve 
announced anything. 
 
Discussion Board Forums: We will use the Discussion Board Forums A LOT. We have 
three main types: Course Questions, Informal Chatting, and Assignments.  

a. Course Questions will be used for all course related questions, such as syllabus 
questions, etc. Please do not email me your course questions. Why? Because 
several other students probably have a similar question. If you send a course 
question to my personal email, I will email you back, “please post to Bb.” Please 
check this forum first if you have a question and if you see a question and think 
you can answer it, please do!  

b.  Informal Chatting. Please use the informal chatting section to chat with other 
students much in the same way you would before a face-to-face class begins. 
But, don’t use this section to ask questions about class. Tell your peers about 
professors you love, courses they might want to take, movies you saw, etc. Let’s 
use it to create a class community.  

c. Assignment Discussion Board forums. Part of this class will involve posting your 
thoughts to a discussion board forum. When I ask you to post something as part 
of your class participation grade, I would like you to post your thoughts to this 
forum. In other words, any time you are being graded for your blackboard 
participation, post here. 
 

When communicating both in and out of class, please do so intelligibly, respectfully and 
kindly. I will not tolerate any deviations from ECU’s Creed, which states: 
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As an East Carolinian, 
I will carry out personal and academic integrity. 
I will respect and appreciate the diversity of our people, ideas, and opinions. 
I will be thoughtful and responsible in my words and actions. 
I will engage in purposeful citizenship by serving as a positive role model. 
 
Requirements and Evaluation 
Individual Assignments (300 points)   30% 
Reading notes, quizzes (208 points, 8 points each) 20% + .08% extra credit 
Exams (4 x 100 = 400 points)    40% 
Discussion Board Participation (100 points)  10% 
TOTAL = 1000 points     100% 
 
A: 940 points or more 
A-: 900-939  
B+: 870-899 
B: 830-869  
B-: 800-829 
C+:770-799 
C: 730-769 
C-: 700-729 
D+: 670-699 
D: 630-669 
D-: 600-629 
F: Less than 600 points 
 
Grading Errors: Occasionally errors occur. Although this rarely happens, if it does, I will 
correct all errors. In all cases, you will receive the grade you should have achieved. If 
you feel that an error occurred, you must provide evidence that an error has occurred.  
 
Lab, Homework and Participation 
 
Unless otherwise specified, all assignments should be completed individually, and you 
must submit them on time using the appropriate assignment link in Bb. Do NOT 
email me your assignment. You will receive a zero.  
 
I do not accept late assignments. 
 
Assignments. Assignments will be a mix of writing, research, and SPSS assignments. 
To see your feedback on your assignments, in Blackboard go to Tools, then My Grades, 
scroll down to the Assignment and click on your number score. That will bring up the 
assignment page, and under Instructor's Feedback, there will be a file link and 
comments. 
 
Reading Notes. You will enter your notes from the chapter in a Blackboard journal 
called “Reading Notes Journal.” To get full credit, you need to write grammatically 



 

 5 

correct, coherent summaries of the chapter based on the Study Outlines that are 
provided in blackboard.  
 
Participation. It is expected that you will utilize the discussion boards by posting at least 
5 times a week in the various forums.  
 
Quizzes. The quizzes are graded as pass / fail. If you score above a 70%, you get full 
credit. If you score below, you receive a 0. You may use your notes and book for the 
quizzes. The quizzes are not timed.  
 
Exams 
You will have four exams this semester. For all exams, all material, whether we cover it 
in the text, in the additional reading materials posted on blackboard, in the Notes / 
Centra, in the Discussion Board Forums, assignments etc. may be covered. Exams are 
primarily multiple choice, and must be taken at a proctoring center.  
 
I will give NO make-up examinations. 
 
Academic Integrity 
I expect you to be familiar with East Carolina’s University Honor Code and to follow it. 
 
Sometimes students are confused about what constitutes cheating. Here is a helpful 
tutorial: http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/.  
 
Students are encouraged to work together to help each other with course work and 
assignments. Representing the work of another person as your own on any class 
assignment is cheating and will be penalized. This includes copying material from 
another student (past or present) or from websites, articles, or any other sources. If you 
are quoting from another source, that material must be clearly identified as a quotation.  
 
I do not tolerate cheating in any form.  
 
Learning or Physical Disabilities 
ECU seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you have a 
physical, psychological, and/or learning disability that might affect your performance in 
this class, please contact the Department for Disability Support Services located in Slay 
138 ((252) 737-1016 (Voice/TTY)) as soon as possible. The Center will work with you, 
and I will fully support their recommendations. I want my course to be accessible to 
everyone; please let me know if you find that it is not.  
 
Contingency Plan 
In the event of a pandemic or other catastrophe, students will be contacted via 
blackboard for further instruction. Changes to the course schedule will be given at the 
discretion of the instructor.  
 

http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/
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As with any technology, Blackboard has the potential for technical problems.  To 
prepare for technical problems, you should:  

-Save and/or print a copy of the syllabus, assignment schedule, and course 
material  
-Save my email address (baranikl@ecu.edu) so that you are able to contact me  
-Save names/email of fellow classmates, to contact each other. 

 
If you are having technical problems, first determine that the problem is with Blackboard 
and not your computer/ISP.  Visit your favorite web site or www.ecu.edu, if these pages 
are available, then it is probably a Blackboard/Internet problem. Please notify me of any 
Bb access problems and send in a ticket to the Bb helpdesk by calling (252) 328-9866.  
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Course Schedule 
PSYC 2210—Research Methods in Psychology  

Spring, 2013 
 
 

Date Content and Readings Reading and Assignments 
Due by 11:59 pm Monday 
unless otherwise noted 

1/13-
1/19 

Week1 

Why this class is great. Chapter 1: Psychology is 
a way of thinking 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 1: Who are you? 
What are your interests? Class 
pre-test (20 points) 
 
Due 1/20 by 11:59 pm 

1/20-
1/26 

Week2 

Back to Basics: Learning how to read critically. 
Chapter 2: Sources of Information, Zanna (1999)  

Reading notes, quiz  
 

1/27-
2/2 

Week3 

Back to Basics: Learning how to write effectively, 
Bem (2003), APA Style Guide, Library 
Resources 

Revised Assignment 1 (10 
points) 
 
Assignment 2: Initial project 
ideas, Peer-review journal 
articles (30 points) 
 

2/3-2/9 
Week4 

Can you trust what you are reading? Chapter 3: 
Three Claims, Four Validities: Interrogation Tools 
for Consumers of Research 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Exam 1: Chapters 1, 2, 3 
Available 2/6-2/9 

2/10-
2/16 

Week5 

Learning a 2nd language: Introduction to APA 
style. APA Style Guide, Outline of an APA Style 
Paper, Example Student Paper  

Assignment 3: Writing an 
Introduction (60 points) 

2/17-
2/23 

Week6 

Preparing to do your own research: Don’t hurt 
anyone! Chapter 4: Ethical Guidelines for 
Psychological Research 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 4: Writing a 
Method Section (20 points) 

2/24-
3/2 

Week7 

Turning happiness into a number. Chapter 5: 
Identifying Good Measurement.  
 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Exam 2: Chapters 4, 5, and 
APA Style. Available 2/27-3/2 
 

3/3-3/7 
Week 

8 

You know all of those emails you delete? 
Chapter 6: Describing what people do: Surveys 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 5: CITI training, 
Observation Study (40 points) 
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3/8-
3/16 

SPRING BREAK  

3/17-
3/23 

Week9 

Correlations: Analyze your data! Chapter 7: 
Bivariate Correlational Research 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 6: Analyze 
correlations, descriptive 
statistics (30 points) 

3/24-
3/30 

Wk10 

What are researchers really doing?  
Chapter 8: Multivariate correlational research  

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 7: Analyze 
multivariate correlations (30 
points) 

3/31-
4/6 

Wk11 

Experiments! You are a real scientist now.  
Chapter 9: Introduction to Simple  
Experiments 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Exam 3: Chapters 6, 7, 8, and 
9. Available 4/3-4/6. 
 
 

4/7-
4/13 

Wk12 

Designing a good experiment. Chapter 10: More 
on Experiments: Confounding Variables 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 8: Analyze 
experimental data (30 points) 

4/14-
4/20 

Wk13 

Life is an interaction. Chapter 11: Experiments 
with More than One Independent Variable 
 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
Assignment 9: Analyze 
experimental data and class 
post-test (30 points) 

4/21-
4/27 

Wk14 

Sometimes you can’t do a true experiment. Then 
what? Chapter 12: Quasi-Experiments and 
Small-N Designs 
 
Do our findings apply to everyone? Chapter 13: 
Replicability, Generalization, and the “Real 
World” 
 

Reading notes, quiz  
 
 

5/1 
Wk15 

Finals week begins on 4/30 Final Exam: Chapters 10, 11, 
12, and 13. Available 5/1-5/4.  

Note. This schedule is a general guideline and I may change it at any time.  


